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PRESS RELEASE
HISTORIAN PHILIP BIGLER’S AWARD-WINNING, DEFINITIVE 
HISTORY OF THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER IS NOW 

AVAILABLE IN A NEW, LIMITED HARD COVER EDITION

Published in conjunction with the nation’s upcoming commemorations of the Tomb’s Centennial, Philip Bigler’s 
highly readable and informative narrative history: Tomb of the Unknown Soldier: A Century of Honor, 1921-
2020, expertly chronicles the history, evolution, and development of the country’s most sacred military shrine 
within the context of the American history.

Quicksburg, VA.— For one hundred years, the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier has served as the nation’s most cherished shrine to 
the country’s fallen military soldiers. The Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier: A Century of Honor, 1921-2021, tells in detail this amaz-
ing story within the context of American history. Following the 
tradition established by the British and French, an American Un-
known from the Great War was interred at Arlington National 
Cemetery on the plaza of the Memorial Amphitheater on Armi-
stice Day 1921. The hastily built, simple marble sarcophagus 
served as the nation’s monument to the Unknown until a more 
elaborate and aesthetic die stone was added in 1932. In 1958, 
Unknowns from World War II and the Korean War were likewise 
buried in separate crypts in front of the main monument. A Viet-
nam Unknown was designated and buried in 1984 but the body 
would be later disinterred and identified in 1998 through the use 
of newly developed DNA technology. 

Professor Bigler spent two years conducting extensive primary 
source research at the National Archives, the Commission of 
Fine Arts, the Eisenhower Library, the Library of Congress as 
well as other national repositories. His investigation has resulted 
in the most complete and well-documented history of the Tomb 
ever compiled and includes many newly discovered facts and 
fascinating details. The book includes chapters on the selection 



of all of the American Unknowns as well as on the subsequent identification of the Vietnam Unknown as 1LT Mi-
chael Blassie (USAF). Likewise, there are detailed chapters on the construction and dedication of the Memorial 
Amphitheater in 1920 as well as information on the Tomb sentinels who maintain a perpetual 24-hour, 365-day 
vigil. The book includes a complete historical timeline, several informative appendices, extensive endnotes, a 
comprehensive bibliography and is supported by a comprehensive website which includes primary source mate-
rial, photographs, and archival videos of the burials of the Unknowns. 

Philip Bigler is the author of ten, top selling books including In Honored Glory: Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Final Post; Scandalous Son: The Elusive Search for Dolley Madison’s Son, John Payne Todd; Hostile Fire: 
The Life and Death of Lt. Sharon A. Lane; and Teaching History in an Uncivilized World. Widely recognized for 
his scholarship and innovative teaching methods, Bigler was named the 1998 National Teacher of the Year during 
a Rose Garden Cemetery hosted by President Bill Clinton. In 2001, he was appointed the director of the James 
Madison Center at James Madison University and served in this position until his retirement in 2010. He has 
served as an on-air historian on the History Channel and has been a featured guest on such programs at Nightline 
with Ted Koppel and Late Night with David Letterman. His has also appeared on CNN and Fox News Channel.

For additional information, booking, or to arrange an interview, please contact:

Philip Bigler
Apple Ridge Publishers
217 Bob White Lane
Quicksburg, Virginia 22847
Phone: 703.597.8523
email: info@appleridgepublishers.com
website: http://www.tomb2021.com & http://www.appleridgepublishers.com
video: https://youtu.be/iSSPdA_ZVcI

Book Sample



Winner of the 
IPPY Silver Medal for 

Excellence in Non-Fiction

“...a truly remarkable story, told exceedingly well...a masterly job of setting the story of the Tomb 
in the context of the nation’s wars and its broader history...an outstanding piece of work.” 

Professor Lee Congdon, James Madison University

“...an entertaining historical read of the highest caliber. This informative treasure is a work of 
love...[Bigler’s] voluminous and exceptionally informative endnotes reflect the depth and meticu-
lousness of his research.” 

Henry Zeybel, Vietnam Veterans of America

“This isn’t simply a book about the tomb but a gripping history lesson covering every war we’ve fought, 
from World War I through Vietnam. I learned something new about American history on almost 
every page and found myself weeping more than once while reading about the soldiers who sacrificed 
life and limb on our country’s behalf, some of their remains never to be identified. In other words, this 
is a meticulously researched, beautifully written and compelling book.”

Pricilla Boyle, Housatonic Community College

“Philip Bigler is a highly skilled researcher and a master storyteller who takes readers on an 
exciting [historical] journey...This book brought so many facts to life in a suspenseful way, and 
left me feeling immense gratitude for those who gave their lives for our country. Everyone should 
read this remarkable story about our nation’s history and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.” 

Catherine O. Ruscito, Frederick County Public Schools

“A comprehensive account about one of our nation’s most sacred monuments... Expertly written 
by the utmost knowledgeable source, Philip Bigler... A compelling, poignant read...I highly rec-
ommend this book!” 

Stacy Lee Carroll



Book Excerpt: The Selection of the World 
War II Unknown onboard the USS Canberra









•	 400 pages
•	 16-Page B&W Photo Insert
•	 Richly illustrated
•	 Extensive Endnotes and Bibliography
•	 7 Appendices
•	 Complete Index
•	 Supported by a comprehensive website 

with primary source materials, videos, 
and other resources
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